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It’s Fat Tuesday, and things are getting hot. 
This Courir de Mardi Gras, one clever rooster 
vows that he will not end up in the gumbo 
pot! As masked Carnival revelers travel 
across Acadiana begging for ingredients for 
their communal gumbo, the rooster flies 
ahead to warn the alligator, goose, crawfish, 
shrimp, pig, oysters, turkeys, ducks, rabbits, 
and chickens to hide and stay out of  sight. 
Although the revelers visit every farmhouse, 
there is “nary a critter from a gator to a 
mouse”! How will the Cajuns celebrate 
Mardi Gras without gumbo?

With her trademark lyricism, celebrated 
Louisiana musician and author Johnette 
Downing draws readers through a land-
scape filled with Cajun dialect, French-Ca-
jun words, and a catchy repeated refrain that 
makes this read-aloud story a sing-along for 
the whole family. In her second collabora-
tion with Downing, artist Jennifer Lindsley 
provides a humorous glimpse of  the hilar-
ity and chaos as the rooster runs across the 
countryside. Downing provides a glossary 
of  traditional French-Cajun words used in 
the story and a delicious recipe for gumbo 
z’herbes guaranteed to be rooster free!

Called the “musical ambassador 
to children,” Louisiana musician 
and author Johnette Downing has 
received twenty-two international 
awards for her books and 
music and has performed on 

five continents. She is the author of  nineteen 
children’s books with Pelican. Her most 
recent book, Petit Pierre and the Floating 
Marsh, is a collaboration with the Audubon 
Nature Institute and the New Orleans 
Pelicans basketball team. It was selected as the 
representative for the State of  Louisiana in the 
Pavilion of  States at the National Book Festival 
in Washington, DC. Downing resides in New 
Orleans with her husband, Scott Billington.

Since she began coloring on walls 
as a child, Jennifer Lindsley has 
created artwork in almost every 
medium. With a bachelor of  
arts degree in design technology 
from the University of  Northern 

Colorado, she owns and operates ACME 
Studios, LLC. A relative of  Dennis (Denus) 
McGee, the Cajun musician whose grave is 
a traditional stop on the Courir de Mardi Gras, 
Lindsley lives near New Orleans with her son, 
Haden, and their cat.
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For the animals of Louisiana —JD
To my students at Alice M. Harte Charter School 

and to my son, Haden, always inspiring me every day —JL





It is Fat Tuesday,  
and things are getting hot.
This Courir de Mardi Gras,  
I will not be in the pot!

Mumbo jumbo, 
stay out of the 

gumbo.



Le capitaine puts on 
his capuchon.
Hey, alligator, 
you better get gon’!

Mumbo jumbo, 
stay out of the 

gumbo.


